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«+g  ANNUAL  REPORT  S*» 


OF 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1896. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  &  Councillors,  of  the 

Borough  of  Windsor. 

Gentlemen, 

The  population  of  the  Borough  at  Midsummer,  Population. 
1896,  may  be  estimated  at  12,662  ;  but,  as  indicated  by 
the  number  of  new  houses  which  have  been  built  since 
the  last  Census  was  made,  it  is  probable  that  the  actual 
population  is  somewhat  greater. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  Births. 

298,  which  is  four  below  the  mean  number  for  the  pre¬ 
ceding  ten  years.  The  birth-rate  was  23’5  per  1,000 
persons  living  in  Windsor,  and  29 -7  in  England  and 
Wales.  The  local  and  general  birth-rates  have  fallen 
during  a  series  of  years  almost  exactly  pari  passu. 

The  number  of  deaths,  corrected  in  respect  of  those  Deaths, 
which  occurred  in  the  Boyal  Infirmary  and  in  the  Union 
Workhouse,  was  168,  which  is  28  below  the  mean 
number  for  the  ten  years  1886 — 1895. 

The  actual  death-rate  was  13 '3  per  thousand  persons  corrected 

-1  •  •  t~)  if*  ii  p  p  •  D63ith“r8it8  • 

living,  .but  lor  the  purpose  ot  a  lair  comparison,  this 
figure  needs  correction  in  respect  of  the  difference 
between  the  local  and  general  age  distribution.  The 


4 


Mortality  at 
several  Ages. 

Age  at  Death. 

Deaths  of 
Infants. 


Zymotic 

Diseases. 


Diphtheria. 


Enteric  Fever. 


Scarlet  Fever. 


death-rate  in  Windsor  thus  appears  to  be  15  per  1,000, 
as  compared  with  17 '1  in  England  and  Wales. 

Table  II.,  by  the  help  of  which  this  correction  is 
made,  shows  the  rates  of  mortality  at  the  several  periods 
of  infancy ,  youth,  maturity,  and  old  age. 

The  mean  age  at  death  was  40  years  1  month. 

Of  infants  under  twelve  months  old,  34  died  ;  that 
is  in  proportion  of  114  to  1,000  births.  This  rate,  which 
is  just  equal  to  the  average  in  Windsor,  when  compared 
with  the  general  rate  of  148,  affords  the  best,  and  indeed 
quite  conclusive,  evidence  of  the  healthy  character  of  our 
town. 

To  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases,  17  deaths 
were  attributed,  giving  a  rate  of  1-3  per  1,000  persons 
living,  while  throughout  the  whole  country  the  corres¬ 
ponding  rate  was  2-2.  Of  these  seventeen  deaths,  10 
were  due  to  diarrhoea,  1  to  enteric  fever,  1  to  diphtheria, 
and  4  to  whooping  cough. 

Diphtheria  was  notified  in  12  cases,  but,  as  the  fact 
that  only  one  death  resulted,  shows,  the  disease  was  for 
the  most  part  of  a  mild  type. 

Enteric  fever  occurred  in  4  cases  only,  and  in  two  of 
these  the  infection  seemed  to  have  been  caught  outside 
the  district. 

Of  scarlet  fever ,  31  cases  were  reported,  but  not  one 
death.  This  disease  seems,  for  the  present  at  least,  to 
have  lost  much  of  the  importance  which  formerly 
belonged  to  it.  It  has  assumed  so  mild  a  character  that 
of  154  recognised  cases  which  have  occurred  in  Windsor 
during  five  years,  only  three  have  proved  fatal;  and, 
again,  during  the  last  fifteen  years,  it  has  caused  no  more 
than  6  deaths.  Windsor  has  been  especially  fortunate, 
but  a  like  abatement  in  the  malignancy  of  scarlet  fever 
has  been  observable  not  only  in  England  but  throughout 
Europe  and  even  in  America.  And  it  is  a  significant  fact 
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that  towns  and  countries  which  have  no  isolation 
hospitals  have  fared  just  as  well,  in  this  matter,  as 
those  others  better  provided. 

Whooping  cough  was  prevalent  in  the  spring,  and 
influenza,  which  has  never  disappeared,  became  trouble¬ 
some  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  record  of  sanitary  work  done  during  the  year 
will,  I  hope,  be  thought  satisfactory.  An  arrangement 
which  was  made  in  the  previous  year,  under  which  house 
owners  or  occupiers  can  obtain  from  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  certificates  of  the  condition  of  their  houses,  has 
worked  well,  though  it  has  not  been  very  largely  made 
use  of. 

Trial  is  being  made  of  a  system  of  voluntary  notifi¬ 
cation  of  cases  of  measles,  and  it  is  hoped  that,  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  town, 
something  may  be  done  in  the  way  of  checking  the 
frequency  of  epidemics  of  this  destructive  disease. 

Arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  the  bacterio¬ 
logical  diagnosis  of  cases  of  suspected  diphtheria. 

The  Small-pox  Hospital  has  been  maintained  in 
readiness  for  a  case  of  need. 

A  hospital  for  other  infectious  diseases,  that  is  to 
say,  for  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria,  is  still  wanting. 
Such  evidence  as  is  afforded  by  the  experience  of  other 
towns  and  countries  does  not,  I  am  afraid,  warrant  the 
expectation  that  the  provision  of  an  Isolation  Hospital 
would  have  any  considerable  effect  in  lessening  either  the 
frequency  or  the  fatality  of  these  diseases.  But  public 
opinion  demands  such  accommodation,  and  the  cost  of 
a  Hospital  would  be  repaid  by  the  removal  of  what  is 
looked  upon  as  a  reproach  to  the  Borough.  The  in¬ 
clusion  of  the  adjacent  rural  district  in  such  an  arrange¬ 
ment  should,  however,  be  insisted  on  as  a  condition  sine 
qud  non.  And  in  the  meanwhile  I  am  able  to  say  that 


Whooping 
Cough  and 
Influenza. 


Certification  of 
Houses. 


Notification  of 
Measles. 


The 

Sanatorium 


Isolation 

Hospital. 
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Public  Baths. 


Houses 

Condemned. 


Overcrowding. 


Unsound 

Fruit. 


New  Houses. 


the  system  of  isolation  at  present  carried  out,  works  very 
successfully,  and  that  any  spread  of  infection  from  a 
house  in  which  the  presence  of  scarlet  fever  or  diph¬ 
theria  has  been  reported,  is  very  seldom  observed  to 
occur. 

Another  institution  which  is  much  needed — I  am 
not  sure  whether  I  might  not  claim  for  it  the  first  place 
in  your  consideration — is  an  establishment  of  Public 
Baths. 

Workmen’s  dwellings,  of  the  cheapest  sort,  are  also 
still  wanted. 

Two  houses  were  reported  to  be  unfit  for  habitation , 
under  the  H.W.C.  Act,  and  the  requisite  repairs  were 
effected . 

Seven  cases  of  overcrowding  w7ere  dealt  with,  and  the 
most  part  of  the  Water  Closets  which  still  remained 
without  flushing  apparatus,  have  had  that  defect 
remedied. 

Proceedings  were  taken  in  a  case  of  exposure  for 
sale  of  unwholesome  fruit ,  and  a  fine  was  inflicted. 

The  usual  inspections  of  the  poorer  quarters  were 
made  and  a  certain  number  of  nuisances  observed  and 
dealt  with,  as  is  recorded  in  the  report  of  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances. 

Seventeen  new  houses  were  completed  during  the 

year. 

The  usual  tables  are  appended. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAKD  CASEY,  M.D. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Park  Street,  Windsor. 

March  1st,  1897. 
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TABLE  I. 

Showing  the  Number  and  Rates  of  Births  and  of  Deaths,  from  all 


causes  and  from  several  causes,  in  the  year  1896,  and  during 
the  preceding  ten  years. 


Windsor. 

Eng.  & 
Wales. 

Year 

1896. 

Mean 

1886-95. 

1896. 

Estimated  Population  .  . 

12,662 

Births  (m.  153,  f.  145),  Number  . 

Rate  per  1,000  persons  . 

298 

28-5 

302-5 

24-2 

29-7 

Deaths,  Corrected  Number  . 

Rate  per  1,000  persons  . 

168 

18-3 

196-1 

15-7 

17  1 

Deaths  of  Infants,  Number  . 

Rate  per  1,000  births . 

34 

114 

34-6 

114 

143 

Deaths  from  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  Nbr. 
Rate  per  1,000  persons  . 

17 

1-3 

16 

1-3 

2-2 

Deaths  from  Phthisis,  Number . 

Rate  per  1,000  persons  . 

13 

10 

20-7 

1-7 

Deaths  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  &c.,  Nbr. 
Rate  per  1,000  persons  . 

34 

2-7 

35-7 

2-9 

Deaths  from  Heart  Disease,  Number . 

Rate  per  1,000  persons  . 

17 

1-3 

14-9 

1-2 

Mean  Age  at  Death  .  . . 

40  y.  1m 

40y.2m 

TABLE  II. 


Showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  and  of  the  Bates  of  Mortality  at 

several  Life-periods. 


AGES. 

Year  1896. 

Mean 

1886-95. 

Number 

Living. 

Deaths. 

Death 

Rate. 

Deaths, 

Number. 

0 —  5  Years . 

1,173 

49 

41-8 

55-2 

5 — 25  Years . 

5,264 

11 

2-1 

18-5 

25 — 65  Years . 

5,578 

50 

9-0 

66-1 

65  Years  and  upwards  ... 

674 

58 

89-6 

55.9 

8 


TABLE  III. 


Showing  the  Number  of  Cases  notified,  and  the  Death  from  certain 
Zymotic  Diseases,  in  the  year  1896,  and  during  the  preceding 
ten  years. 


1896. 

1886-95. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Deaths. 

Deaths. 

Small-pox  . 

0 

0 

3 

Diphtheria  . 

12 

1 

18 

Croup  . 

0 

0 

14 

Measles . 

— 

1 

22 

Whooping  Cough . 

— 

4 

32 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

31 

0 

4 

Enteric  Fever  . 

4 

1 

11 

Diarrhoea  . 

— 

10 

63 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

0 

0 

6 

Erysipelas  . 

6 

0 

10 

Influenza  . 

— 

3 

23 

TABLE  IV. 


Showing  the  number  of  Deaths  during  each  Month  of  the  year 
1896,  and  of  the  preceding  ten  years. 


MONTH. 


January 
February 
March  . . . 

April  . 

May  . 

June  . 

July  . 

August  . . . 
September 
October  ... 
November 
December 


Year  1896. 

Ten  Tea] 
1886-95 

16 

22-3 

17 

18*7 

15 

22-6 

16 

15-2 

13 

14-3 

16 

14-8 

6 

15-3 

9 

15-2 

11 

12-1 

12 

153 

14 

12-3 

23 

17-2 

A. — TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1896,  in  the  Windsor  Urban  District,  classified  according 

Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 

Mortality  from  all  causes  at  Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of 

Names  of  Localities  subjoined  Ages.  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 
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-<5X  ANNUAL  REPORT  KcX. 

OF  THE 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES 


For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1896. 


To  the  New  Windsor  Urban  Sanitary  Authority. 
Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  on  the 
Sanitary  work  of  your  Inspector  during  the  year  1896. 

A  house-to-house  inspection  has  been  made  of  the 
following  localities  : — 


Acre  Passage . 

Alexandra  Road 

Alma  Cottages  . 

Bridgewater  Terrace 
Boundary  Terrace  . 

Charles  Street  . 

Charles  Place  . . 

Charles  Cottages  .... 

Clarence  Clump  _ 

Cambridge  Terrace  . 

Dagmar  Road  . 

Distil  House  Row.... 
Frogmore  Cottages  . 

Florence  Villas . 

Garden  Court  . 

Garfield  Place  . 

Goswell  Place  . 

Greenland  Villas 
Great  Western  Place 

Helena  Road . 

Helena  Terrace . 

Jubilee  Place . 

Jubilee  Cottages  _ 


No  of  times 
Inspected. 

.  3 

.  1 

.  2 

...  2 

.  1 

.  3 

.  3 

..  ..  3 

.  4 

.  2 

.  2 

.  3 

.  1 

.  ...  1 


1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 


No.  of  times 
Inspected. 


King’s  Terrace  .  2 

Keppel  Row  .  4 

Keppel  Street  .  1 

Melbourne  Place  .  1 

Melrose  Avenue  .  1 

Oak  Cottages .  1 

Park  Street  .  1 


Prince  Consort  Cottages  2 


Prospect  Place  . 

Russell  Street  . 

River  Street  . 

Red  Lion  Row  . 

South  Place  . 

Sydney  Place  . 

St.  Leonard’s  Avenue  .  . 

St.  Mark’s  Place  . 

Tolladay  Place . 

Victoria  Cottages  . 

Wellington  Square  . 

Waterloo  Square  . 

York  Place . 

York  Villas  . 


1 

2 

1 

4 

4 


1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

4 

1 

1 
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House-to-house  inspection  as  to  the  following  number  of 
premises 

Special  visitations  on  complaint 
Be-inspections 
House  drains  unstopped 
New  drains  provided 
Drains  ventilated 
,,  repaired  ... 

,,  re-constructed  . 

,,  tested 

,,  inlets  to,  provided  with  traps 
Bell  traps  abolished 
Soil  pipes  repaired 
New  soil  pipes  provided 

Water  closets  unstopped 

,,  removed  to  a  better  situation 

,,  provided  with  water  and  Hushing  apparatus 

,,  cleansed  ... 

Sinks  disconnected  from  drains 
Baths 
Lavatories 
Bain  water  pipes 

Houses  provided  with  water  direct  from  the  water  mains 
Damp  houses  improved... 

Houses  made  habitable... 

,,  new  floors  provided 

,,  yard  pavings  amended... 

rain  water  pipes  and  gutters  ... 
roofs  repaired  ... 

walls  and  ceilings  of  rooms  whitened 
Accumulations  of  manure  removed 


J  > 


)  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  i 


y  y 


Foul  ditches  cleansed  ... 
Overcrowdings  in  houses  abated 
Slaughterhouses  re-built 
,,  re-paved 

Infected  bedding  destroyed  by  fire 


1,084 

170 

474 

72 

12 

21 

71 

10 

12 

19 

3 

8 

6 

25 

3 
84 
42 

9 

7 

2 

27 

12 

14 

5 

4 
9 

21 

15 
41 
38 

3 

6 
1 
1 

5 
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Cases  of  infectious  diseases  deal  with  .  47 

Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Bedding,  &c.,  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

A  general  inspection  has  been  made  of  the  courts  and 
squares  each  month. 

An  inspection  has  been  made  of  the  public  and  private 
schools. 

The  dairies  and  milk-shops  have  been  inspected  ...  twice 

The  bake-houses  have  been  inspected  ...  .  ...  twice 

The  slaughter-houses  have  been  frequently  inspected. 

The  common  lodging-houses  have  been  inspected  several 
times  each  month. 

New  houses  have  received  supervision  during  their 
erection,  and  the  drains  have  been  tested.  The  number 
erected  during  the  year  is  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Letters  written  referring  to  complaints  as  to  nuisances  105 
Informations  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  as  to  nuisances  15 
Reports  as  to  water-closets  which  were  not  furnished 
with  a  supply  of  water  and  flushing  apparatus  ...  ...  125 

Statutory  notices  served  as  to  the  above  ...  ...  125 

Houses  and  drains  examined  and  the  Sanitarv 
Authorities’  certificate  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

One  prosecution  was  instituted  against  a  person  for  ex¬ 
posing  for  sale  some  unsound  fruit,  and  a  fine  was  inflicted. 

New  drains  have  been  provided  to  a  number  of  houses,  while 
others  have  been  furnished  with  new  and  improved  sanitary 
appliances. 

The  markets  and  shops  have  been  kept  under  constant 
supervision. 

The  inspection  of  barges,  &c.,  under  the  Canal  Boat  Act 
has  had  attention. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  MELLOWS,  C.S.I.S.E., 
Sanitary  Inspector  ; 

Member  of  Association  of  Public  Sanitary  Inspectors , 


